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ABSTRACT 



This guide outlines the kinds of learning opportunities that 
should be available to Indiana students in high-quality social studies 
programs, but it is not intended as a prescribed curriculum. The guide 
defines social studies as the integrated study of the social sciences and the 
humanities to promote civic competence . Social studies education should 
provide preparation and practice for lifelong active citizenship. The guide 
discusses civic decision-making; describes content strands and foundation 
proficiencies; offers a curriculum model; outlines course descriptions and 
proficiency statements for grades K-8; presents high school course 
descriptions and proficiency statements for selected courses; offers 
additional course descriptions; and provides resources. To achieve the goal 
of responsible citizenship, students in Indiana will: (1) analyze the 

political ideas and practices that enable citizens to make rational choices 
in a democratic society; (2) assess the impact of historical events, 
personalities, movements, and technological developments on the present and 
future; (3) describe the geographical patterns and interrelationships of the 
major physical and cultural features on the earth's surface; (4) analyze the 
interaction of people and institutions in economic systems; (5) investigate 
nations and cultures in terms of their diversity, commonalities, and 
interrelationships; (6) examine the patterns of individual and group 
behavior; (7) analyze issues and events and hypothesize about their impact 
upon the present and future; (8) draw conclusions and make decisions based on 
relevant data derived from a variety of resources and media,* and (9) develop 
a reasoned commitment to the civic values needed to function responsibly in a 
democratic society. (BT) 



***************************************************************************** 

♦ Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

♦ from the original document. 



The Social Studies Proficiency Guide 



lO 



o 

ERIC 



fi 

B 
a 
o 

"oS 

^ Vi 

OJ ^ 



0 ^ 

Q 



o 

S S 3 
o 
u 



-2 ^ 'O 



A 

§a 

b. « 

U< ^ Os 

- fi 






S 

U 



3 *2 



fi 



8 ^ 



S 

O 



V M 

s ^ 

c«S 

J£ 



e 

*C 

& 






Mary Fortney 
Social Studies Consultant 



The Indiana Department of Education appreciates the assistance of the following persons in the development of this Guide and 
its predecessor. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE MODEL continued 
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FO CUS: LIVING AND LEARNING TOGETHER KINDERGARTEN 

Proficiency Statement and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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FOCUS; LIVING AND LEARNING TOGETHER KINDERGARTEN 
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FOCUS: LIVING AND LEARNING TOGETHER 

Proficiency Statement and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
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FOCUS: SCHOOL AND NEIGHBORHOOD ENVIRONMENTS GRADE ONE 

Pronciency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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FOCUS: SCHOOL AND NEIGHBORHOOD ENVIRONMENTS GRADE ONE 
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FOCUS; THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD ^GRADE THREE 

Proficiency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Student should be able to; Students might; 
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FOCUS; THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WOR LD GRADE THREE 

Proficiency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Student should be able to; Students might; 

ECONOMICS continued ... 
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Based on knowledge of the past, predict what Indiana’s future will be • Make drawings depicting Indiana in the future 
in relationship to the rest of the world. 
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Describe the climates of major regions and their corresponding • On an outline map, color code Indiana and other world 

ecosystems and relate these patterns and systems to the way people locations sharing similar climates, 

live in Indiana and other regions of the world. 
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Give examples of how people in Indiana have adapted to and changed • Assess a community environmental problem, brainstorm 
the environment and how they have worked together to solve present possible solutions, and consider the consequences of each, 

environmental problems and to prevent future environmental 
problems. 
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FOCUS: WESTERN CULTURES 
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Identify the physical processes that shape the earth’s surface. • Read accounts of physical processes (e.g., earthquakes, 

volcanoes, hurricanes, tornadoes, etc.) in newspapers 
and magazines. Create a bulletin board of the forces and 
processes that shape the landscape. 
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Proriciency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities 
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Proficiency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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Proficiency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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Proficiency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities/Projects 

Students should be able to; Students might: 

MONEY AND THE ROLE OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
continued...... 
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Proficiency Statement and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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Proficiency Statement and Indicators Sample Student Activities 

Students should be able to: Students might: 
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Proficiency Statements and Indicators Sample Student Activities/Projects 
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Citizenship/Civics should be an overview designed to help students become independent thinkers and conscientious citizens. The 
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Investigation of themes and issues should include analysis of the importance of cultural pluralism and diversity of opinion in American 
society. Students should be able to exercise their skills as citizens in a democratic society by engaging in problem solving and civic decision- 
making in the classroom, school, and community settings. 
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TEACHING HISTORY WITH PRIMARY SOURCES 
Virginia L. Terpening, Deputy Director 
Indiana Historical Bureau 
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What type of a document is it? (Letter, court record, diary, newspaper, broadside, government record?) What was the origin of 
the document? Can the author be identified? When was the document created? For what audience was the document created? 
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What instructional goals are met through an oral history project? 

The major objective of an oral history will be for students to increase their understanding of a specific historical topic, event, 
movement, or period. In addition, such a project helps students understand all phases of designing, implementing, and completing 
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